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PLANT GROUP REPORT 


... Joe Hubbard 


To Bells Beach Southside for the 
Plant Group’s excursion, 8-12-98, 
followed by a picnic tea at the 
Ironbark Basin carpark — lovely late 
afternoon, jumpers off, pleasant until 
late. 


At the carpark a Bristlebird ran from 
cover to cover — a good start! Later, a 
small flock of Blue-winged Parrots 
flew over. Bad news, especially for 
the leader, was the non-flowering of 
the Purple Flags, short and tall. Much 
to his chagrin they had gone from 
profusion to a few forlorn, well past 
their date, specimens. And who 
would believe his story, well told as it 
was, about the white purple flags? 


On the plant list went the Dwarf 
Wedge-pea, Large Bush-pea, 
Common Flat-pea with its three- 
pointed flat leaves, Messmate 
Stringybark with its unequal sided 
leaves (oblique) and the daisy 
bushes, Snowy tall with leaves white 
underneath and the Twiggy, tiny 
leaves and flowers. A Sea Box, a 
clumpy dark green shrub, was 
showing the first of its twisty, white, 
yellow-throated flowers. 


Those who stayed on took a walk into 
the Basin and enjoyed the magic of 
the dusk-softened ironbark forest, a 


low sun reluctant to leave the 
treetops and a remarkable bird 
chorus. 


kKkKkKKK 


Next Meeting : Tues Feb 9. 

1 Please bring reference books to 
study plants observed at Bells 
Beach / Ironbark Basin excursion, 
Baw Baw campout and other 
recent outings. j - 
Arrange next year’s program. 
Progress reports on Botanic 
Guardians projects at Inverleigh / 
Bannockburn and Corio. 

4 Parks Victoria are conducting a 


ΘΝ 


“Flora Information System” 
session at 2.00 pm Friday 
February 26. As the venue 


depends on numbers, please let 

me know by Tuesday Feb 9 if you 
wish to attend. 

Dick Southcombe. 

o 


February 1999. 


In this issue... 


Mark Trengove and Joe Hubbard, in 
separate articles are fascinated by 
the mangrove plant. 


Valda Dedman writes about a bird 
known as the “Common ” but 
which is anything but . 


Madeline Glynn brings us up to date 
with the happenings in the ‘tooth and 
claw world’. 


Betty Moore and Joe Hubbard have 
been having a month with the 
spiders. 


The President invites 
suggestions for the next 
program (see page 3). 


your 
year’s 
But be quick. 


And Gordon McCarthy has some 
good news. 
Oo 


Today, Tuesday 2 February is 


World Wetlands Day 


To enable you to become 


involved in the ongoing 
activities which have been 
planned by the City of 


Greater Geelong over the 
next few days we have 
reproduced their brochure. 


These vary from walks, a 
photographers’ exhibition and 
children’s art competition to 
slide shows and discounted 
entry to Serendip. 


See page 8 for details. 
Oo 


Caution... 


The February program has been 
almost completely changed. So do 
not venture out the door without 
checking the revised program 
opposite this page. 

oO 


EXCURSION NOTICE 


... Diana Primrose 


Excursion: Sunday February 21. 


Water 
Complex 


Destination: Melbourne 
Werribee Treatment 
(Werribee Sewerage Farm). 


Note change of location. 


Due to continued drought in that 
area, Coolart Reservoir wetlands are 
currently dry with the consequent lack 
of waterbirds. The committee decided 
that the Coolart excursion should go 
‘on hold’ until the wetlands were wet 
and be substituted by the above 
noted wetland area. 


Trevor Pescott has kindly agreed to 
be our guide for the day. The area is 
noted for its variety of waterbirds, 
Black Kites, etc). 


Leader: Diana Primrose 
(5250 1811 evenings only) 
Guide: Trevor Pescott. 
Transport: 22 seater bus. 
Cost: $5.00 per person. 


Please pay Diana tonight. 


Plan for the day: 

8.45 am: Board bus at Karingal. 

9.00 am: Depart for treatment 
Complex. The day will be spent 
moving through the area. 

4.30 am. Arrive back at Karingal. 


Things to take: Binoculars, 
telescope, bird book, lunch, water/ 
thermos, sunscreen, hat, (wet gear?). 

Oo 
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FEBRUARY 


... Joe Hubbard 


Dropping in and Hanging 
Around; Pods Ahoy!; Long- 
distance Travellers; And Also. 


Dropping In 

Ever had that spider who drops in 
on you or the spider that hangs 
around all the time? 


The drop in sort is the large 
huntsman that scuttles across the 
windscreen and finds the smallest 
of openings in the window and 
drops into your partner's lap, which 
causes an immediate change in 
travel plans. 


And the more welcome hanging 
around sort is the wonderfully 
camouflaged and aptly named Bird 
Dropping Spider. Whilst hanging in 
a sacred bamboo outside our 
window she is producing, at about 
weekly intervals, her brown, large 
pea-sized egg sacs — she now has 
four. These she watches over, 
spider and sacs clustered together. 


During the night she must catch 
good sized moths. The remains | 
find in the morning suggest this. 
This clever dollop of bird dung 
gives off a pheromone which 
attracts some moths — so there you 
are. 


Bottom Lines. 

e Late summer into autumn is 
prime spider time. 

e Egg sacs can contain hundreds 
of spiderlings. Some species 
emerge in the autumn whilst 
others wait for spring. 

e Take an early morning walk and 
find the webs constructed during 
the night, on fences or bushes, 
dew laden and sun-struck. 
Beautiful! 

e Take a torch into your garden 
and catch them at it! 


Pods Ahoy! 

We celebrated New year’s Day by 
walking to the mangroves on 
Limeburners Bay. And there were 
more spiders. Many small spiders, 
colourful with erect spines or plates 
on their abdomens (no glasses so 
my impressions are blurred!) clung 
to their sticky webs strung through 


the low salt marsh shrubbery. You 
will find them alongside the 
boardwalk. z 


Back to the Grey Mangroves. This 
time of year they carry large, 
walnut sized, green seed pods. 
These germinate on the tree, 
developing roots, drop into the 
adjacent mud or are carried off to 
be beached somewhere else and 
maybe start a new colony. 


Near the carpark and just beyond 
the shelter, look for the ant 
highway (meat ants?), with a better 
surface than the Princes freeway, 
leading from one ant city to 
another. 


Bottom Lines. i 

e Access. Travel from Geelong 
via Princes Freeway to Corio, 
right into School Rd, right into 
Shell Pde, left into Foreshore 
Rd, which you follow to the 
carpark. 

e -Before setting out check the 
information board in the 
carpark. 

e Victoria has only one species of 
mangrove, Avicennia marina, 
with Barwon Heads as its 
western limit. (see Mark 
Trengove’s article on page 9 - 
Ed.) 


Spiny Spiders have six stout spines 
on the abdomen, can occur in large 
colonies and are found near water. 
You will check for me, won't you? 


Long Distance Travellers. 

Things a bit quiet on the nature 
front? Don’t believe it! Now is your 
chance to do a bit of wader 
watching around the local 
saltworks, estuaries and places like 
Swan Bay. And while you are 
admiring these lovely birds, 
consider these tiny bundles οἵ 
feathers, flesh and bone will travel 
as much as 12,000 kms on their 
return trip to Asia. 


From the diary: 

Avalon Beach 9-11-98. 

“Val noticed them first. On an 
‘island’ in the saltworks and resting 
among the low glassworts were 
about eight plover. After some 
study (as always not close enough) 
we decided on Golden — some 
feathers were glistening in the 
sunlight and the birds were finer in 
appearance than Greys. One was 
still showing breeding plumage — 
almost all black breast (mottled), 
black head with a distinct white 
eyebrow curving down to the chest. 


Then there were three great 
Crested Grebes all brilliant in 
breeding plumage.......”. 

That’s another story. 

On the 21/1/99 we returned to this 
area and noted Golden Plovers, 
(about the same numbers) a few 
Turnstones, | think three Pectoral 
Sandpipers as well as other birds 
you would expect to find. 


And Also. 

e Flowering: harlequin and 
Wireleaf Mistletoe; Lemon and 
Milky Beauty Heads; flowering 
gums in the streets and their 
attendant Musk and Purple- 
crowned Lorikeets. 

e Butterflies: small but beautiful 
Grass, Pea and Chequered 
Blues. Look for the Chequered 
around the coastal saltbushes. 

e Rail and Crake feeding on 
exposed mudflats in swamps. 

ο Swifts -- of course! 

ο Whistling Kites around bays and 
estuaries. 

ο Little Ravens flocking. 

o 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


... Barry Lingham 


January 1999 


The Christmas season has been 
and gone and one month of 1999 
has already passed. | hope you all 
enjoyed our balmy summer and 
took the opportunity to unwind a 
little. 


Our Christmas meeting was a very 
enjoyable occasion. Thanks to all 
who brought along the delicious 
food and helped out with the setting 
up of tables. Special thanks to 
Frank Scheelings for showing us 
his slides of orchids from our area 
and to Lily. Sherwood for again 
making the Christmas cake for the 
raffle. 


During the 


February 1999. 


marine environments, educate 
visitors about coastal issues, offer 
opportunities to become involved 
in conservation programs and to 
promote the notion that the care of 
coastal and marine environments is 
the responsibility of everyone. 


There were not a lot of visitors who 
attended these particular activities, 
but many of our members took the 
opportunity to come along and 
enjoy the excursions and also help 
out by giving assistance to visitors. 
This assistance was much 
appreciated. The GFNC will 
receive some payment for our 
involvement. Madeline Glynn 
spent many hours organising 
bookings for these activities, so | 
am sure that she is glad that all the 
activities are now completed. 
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The GFNC has offered to host the 
Victorian Field Naturalists Clubs 
Association campout during the 
2000 March long weekend. Dick 
Southcombe has been checking 
accommodation and the types of 
activities that will be offered. The 
theme will be based on the marine 
environment and the camp will be 
based at Collendina. Please keep 
this weekend free. 


Glenda Shomali has volunteered to 
represent the GFNC on the newly 
formed Surf Coast Shire (SCS) 
Nature Reserves Advisory 
Committee. This body will make 
recommendations to the SCS 
regarding some 12 different 
reserves from Winchelsea to Mt 
Duneed. Glenda comes from 
Torquay, 50 she is centrally located 
to all these reserves and knows the 
problems related to them. We 
appreciate Glenda taking on this 

important 


SH responsibility. 
Christmas 


meeting, a collection was 
taken to help support the 
legal costs of the 
protesters who were taken 
to court after the 
Bannockburn Bush 
campaign to save the 
Yellow Gum woodland 
from destruction for a 
sewerage treatment 
facility. A sum of over 
$150.00 was raised 
showing the level of 


THE WELCOME SOUNDS OF 
GROWLING GRASS FROGS 
by Gordon McCarthy 


It has been encouraging to once again hear 
Growling Grass Frogs which, during the last few 
years, have been noticeable by their absence. 


On December 18 last, they were calling from the fly 
fishing pond in Barwon Valley Park. With 
binoculars | could see at least four heads in the 
water weed. 


It is pleasing to see a 
steady number of new 
members attending 
our meetings. -| would 
encourage new 
members to become 
involved in all aspects 
of our Club’s activities. 
| also hope that all 
members would 
consider becoming 


concern our members felt 
over this matter. Future 
fund raising concerts will 
be held during February 
and | hope they are well 
supported by our 
members. 


Barwon Water has offered 
to help install bird nesting 
boxes in the area of the 
new treatment complex 
and has asked for 
assistance from local 
environment groups in 
monitoring the boxes. If you could 
help in this matter, please contact 
me or Gordon McCarthy. 


Over the break, the GFNC was a 
host to three activities as part of 
the Coast Action / Coast Care 
program. The aims of these 
programs are to encourage the 
responsible use of coastal and 


Then, on January 9, at least six were calling from 
the pond with a central island in the park. 


A little further away at Werribee Sewerage Farm on 
December 2 and 17 last year, good numbers were 
calling from ditches along Paradise Road. 


Hopefully the trend will continue. 


involved in the 
Committee when the 
new Club year begins 
in April. Our current 
Committee has 
several vacant 
ΓΙ positions, and this 
adds to {πε time 
commitments of those 
j| on the Committee. If 


The Committee is currently in the 
process of putting together the 
GFNC program for the year 
1999/2000. If you have any 
suggestions for: 

+ speakers at the general meeting 

+ interesting excursion sites 

+ Campout sites 


Please let me know ASAP. 


you are looking for an 

interesting and rewarding activity to 

become involved in, this could be 

for you. Please contact any of the 
Committee for further details. 

Oo 
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BIRD GROUP REPORT 


... Barry Lingham 


January 265 1999 


A recommendation has been 
made to change the bird group 
meeting from the 4" to the 313 
Tuesday of the month, 
commencing from the June 1999 
meeting. 


Gordon McCarthy has been 
involved in initial discussions re the 
installation of nest boxes in the 
Bannockburn Water Treatment 
complex to try and compensate for 
the removal of the old Yellow 
Gums. We feel that Barwon Water 
has a responsibility to maintain the 
boxes, but community groups could 
be involved in the monitoring. If 
you are prepared to assist in the 
monitoring, please contact Gordon. 
The Wader Count is on the 
weekend of the 6" / 7" February. 
Please contact Margaret if you can 
assist. 


We welcomed three of our 
members to help out with the 
traditional January “How to Find 
Birds” information session. (it was 
done last year too) 


Margaret Cameron talked on the 
Buff-rumped Thornbill. These birds 
are sedentary, with a flock of 5 to 
10 birds inhabiting an area of about 
15 hectares all year around. 


Their preferred habitat consists of 
an open woodland of rough barked 
eucalypts (Ironbark, Messmate, 
Boxes) with sparse understorey of 
small bushes (Hakea , Bursaria etc 
sp.) with some open tussocky 
grassland spaces. A ground, cover 
of leaf litter, old stumps and logs 
provides a supply of the arthropods 
that form the diet of these birds. 


The best spots to find Buff-rumped 
Thornbills are in the drier forest 
areas around Geelong. In the 
Brisbane Ranges, check along 
Switch Road and the Stony Creek 
picnic ground. (This area is also 
part of the Ted Errey Nature Circuit 
Walk that is being surveyed by the 
GFNC). The bush around the 
Steiglitz Courthouse is also a 
favoured site. 


In the Anglesea area, they are 
found at the Ironbark Basin /Point 
Addis area, Eumarella Flora 
Reserve, plus the Stringybark 
forests along Forest Road and 
Flaxbournes Road. The Aireys 
Inlet to Bambra road also has 
several good spots. 


The distinguishing features include 
a tinkling ‘tinny’ high pitched song, 
the buff coloured rump with a dark 
band on the pale brown-tipped tail, 
a white eye and no black or brown 
cap. 


The nest is a bulky structure that 
may be placed in a tree fork, a 
grass tussock, behind a piece of 
bark or even in a hole in a post. 


Although the Buff-rumped Thornbill 
is still reasonably common, it has a 
fragmented population distribution 
and could suffer a population 
decline in our area in the future. 


Ray Baverstock gave us details of 
the Diamond Firetail, a beautiful 
finch that is not often seen around 
this area. Reports of up to 50 birds 
at Inverleigh Common make it the 
most probable site to find them, but 
they are also found in the dry 
forests of the Brisbane Ranges, 
The Long Forest, Lerderderg 
Gorge, and along the areas to the 
north of the Brisbane Ranges. 
Closer to Geelong, the You Yangs 
has been the source of several 
sightings over the past few years. 


Diamond Firetails prefer a dry open 
forest such as Mallee or other 
eucalypts,. Buloke forests, golf 
courses or even orchards. They 
sometimes associate with Red- 
browed Finches. 

Their main source of food is grass 
seeds or small insects. They drink 
frequently on hot days, so a good 
spot to try and find them is beside 
water holes. The nest is a bulky 
bottle shaped mass of grasses. 


Gordon McCarthy provided us with 
information on the Hooded Robin, 
Australia’s most widely distributed 
robin. At the turn of the century, 
Charles Belcher recorded them 
widely in the drier areas from 
Anglesea to Marcus Hill, but the 
only regular place that they have 
been seen in the past decade is the 
You Yangs. isolated reports from 
the Brisbane Ranges were 


recorded about 10 years ago, but 
the birds appear to be no longer 
present 


They may be seen at the You 
Yangs by walking quietly through 
the open timber from the visitor's 
centre towards Big Rock or out 
towards East Flat. 


They prefer open, lightly wooded 
country containing standing and 
fallen dead timber. They often 
perch on a dead limb to watch for 
insects. The black plumage of the 
back is similar to a Scarlet robin, 
but the white underparts are very 
distinctive. 


All of these three species of birds 
prefer dry open woodlands, and the 
remaining habitat of this type in the 
Geelong area is fragmented. The 
Diamond Firetail is becoming rarer 
and the Hooded Robin may soon 
be extinct in this region. Hopefully 
the Buff-rumped Thornbill will 
Survive. All records of these birds 
would be appreciated. 


Thanks to the speakers for 
enlightening us about these “Hard 
to Find Birds” and especially to 
Gordon for supplying some of the 
photographs used in the talks. 


Next Meeting (February 23") 
Craig Morley will be speaking on 
“Hattah in Spring”. Note: Craig has 
brought this talk forward one month 
and Marilyn Hewish will now speak 
on “Lerderderg Revisited” in March. 
m) 


Bio-diversity briefly... 
... Dennis Greenwell 


Next excursion: February 7. 
‘Coastal Walk’ 
Meet at: 
Pt Roadknight carpark at 9.30 am 
or 
Green Grub carpark at 9.00 am. 


Next meeting: Feb 24, will be a 
‘Show-and-Tell’ night. 


As well, we will be discussing the 
future directions of the group and 
would welcome members’ input. 


If unable to attend, feel free to 
direct your ideas to the Group 
Convenor, Ade Foster. 

o 
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BIRD OF THE MONTH 


... Valda Dedman 


Common Greenshank 
Name Common Greenshank 
Tringa nebularia 


Description Large wader, grey and 
white with grey-green legs and 
slightly upturned bill, Slight dark 
mark through eye region. Snowy 
white wedge on rump and lower 
back, contrasting with plain, dark 
grey wings in flight. Underwings 
completely white. Toes only 
protrude beyond tail in flight. 
Breeding, immatures: darker, neck 
and breast streaked grey-brown. 


Length 30-34 cm. 


Voice ‘Tew-tew-tew-tew’ 


“,.as graceful in all its actions as it is 
in form, tripping over the beach with a 111 recorded at the Moolap 
lightness and ease peculiar to itself.” 


Food Aquatic invertebrates, 
small fish. 


Habitat Always in or at edge 
of water. Estuaries, tidal 
mudflats, saltworks. 


Range Australia wide, except for 
arid areas. Migratory wader, that 
breeds in northern hemisphere. 


Geelong Swan Bay, Lake 
Connewarre, Reedy Lake, Edwards 
Point, Bream Creek, Pt Henry and 
Moolap salt works, Limeburners 
Lagoon and Hovell’s Creek 
estuary. First year birds over winter 
in Geelong. 


Similar Species Marsh Sandpiper 
Tringa stagnatalis A much smaller, 
more finely built bird. Bill straight, 
black, slim. Whiter on face. Yellow- 
green legs protrude further in flight. 
Dark shoulder’ and tips on 
underwing . 


kkkkk 


John Gould wrote in his Handbook 
to the birds of Australia (1865): 


A more elegant bird on the sands 
can scarcely.be imagined, and it is 
as graceful in all its actions as it is 
in form, tripping over the beach 
with a lightness and ease peculiar 
to itself. It sometimes leaves the 
sea-side for estuaries and inland 


lakes; but these localities are not 
so favourable to its habits as sandy 
points and spits of land on the sea- 
shore, where it is frequently seen in 
company with the Whimbrel, 
Curlew, and Oyster-catcher. It is 
sometimes seen in small flocks, of 
from seven to ten in number, but 
more frequently in pairs 


In my experience Greenshanks are 
solitary birds. | have seldom seen 
more than a few together, although 
the total number scattered around 
a wetland may be quite large. They 
apparently congregate in one area, 
particularly before making their 
way northwards on migration. 
Ninety four were recorded at the 
Moolap saltworks in the summer 
wader count of 15 February 1997, 
and 67 a week later at Queenscliff/ 
Sand Island: 


| have not seen them flock like 
sandpipers and rise in a great 
wheeling crowd. My observations 
are usually of a single bird, or a 
pair, standing motionless in the 
shallows, or feeding in quick darts 
forward. Greenshanks take alarm 
at the slightest disturbance, their 
cries, as they fly off swiftly and 
erratically with clipped wingbeats, a 
warning to other waders in the 
vicinity. 


This habit may have contributed to 
the lovely name of “Silver Snipe’, 
bestowed on the bird by the 
nineteenth-century market shooters 
and may also have kept it out of 
the amateur gunner’s bag. 


We are not lucky enough here to 
see the amazing song dances 
made high in the air by the male 
Greenshank to defend his territory 
in the remote nesting areas. The 
male also has an elaborate 
courtship ritual, bowing to the 
female to show off his brilliant 
white rump and strutting with 
rapidly beating outstretched wings, 
finally landing on her back. The 
pair may then delicately touch 
beaks in a kind of kiss, The couple 
may also indulge in nuptial flight 
dances, turning and swerving 
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together and rising high and higher, 
calling all the while before finally 
diving steeply to the earth. 


On 3 March 1997, at the mouth of 
Bream Creek, Grant Baverstock 
saw two birds dancing around each 
other in possible courtship or 
aggressive display. 


Greenshanks breed across 
northern Europe and Asia between 
50 and 70 degrees latitude. They 
leave the Geelong region about 
March and return about October. A 
number of first year birds over 
winter and counts of 10-30 in July 
and August are not uncommon 
locally. 


Charles Belcher did not include the 
Marsh Sandpiper, often called the 
“Little Greenshank”, in his Birds of 
Geelong, published in 1914. These 
birds are now relatively 
common around Geelong. In 
February 1997, there were 


salt works. First year birds 
also spend the winter here. 
Marsh Sandpipers and 
Common Greenshanks are 
sufficiently different for such an 
experienced and observant 
birdwatcher to distinguish them. 


Less experienced birdwatchers 
may need to look closely. It is easy 
to tell them apart if you happen to 
see both species together; the 
Marsh Sandpiper is only about two- 
thirds the size of its larger cousin 
and its bill is black and needle-like. 
The Greenshank’s bill is paler, 
heavier, slightly upturned. (A 
similar, straight-billed bird could 
turn out to be that rare visitor, the 
Lesser Yellowlegs - look for the 
bright yellow legs, and dark face 
and breast). 


The Greenshank is one of my 
favourite birds, perhaps because | 
associate it with a sense of 
isolation, even though | may be 
only a couple of kilometres from 
the city centre when | hear its 
ringing ‘Tew-tew’. One of the great 
advantages of living in Geelong is 
that we have wilderness-like 
wetlands so close to home and 
the Common Greenshank fits that 
environment perfectly. 
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SIGHTINGS OF WHITE-FRONTED CHATS IN GRASSLAND: 


a request 


by Marilyn Hewish 


97 Grey St., Bacchus Marsh, Vic. 3340 


| have been prompted to write by Valda Dedman’s excellent article in the November 1998 issue of 
Geelong Naturalist, on White-fronted Chats (Dedman 1998). 


Valda describes the habitat of the White-fronted Chat as saltmarsh, wetland margins and damp areas, and 
the birds are common in such places around Geelong. Another habitat used in our region is tussock 
grassland (Pescott 1983), which is usually associated with ephemeral wetlands, wetland margins and low- 
lying damp areas. In inland Australia, White-fronted Chats also inhabit sparsely grassed plains (The 
National Photographic Index of Australian Wildlife 1982), and | have noticed that they occasionally use dry 
grasslands in our region as well. Here | present my observations of White-fronted Chats in grasslands, not 
because | consider it very unusual but because | have not seen this habitat use in our area mentioned in 
print anywhere. 


| have eight records of the birds in open grasslands in and around the Werribee plains. | have seen them 
on the southern outskirts of Bacchus Marsh (20 April 1981), at Balliang (14 June 1981, 3 Nov. 1998), at 
Rockbank (2 Dec. 1981), and near the Long Forest on the western side of Coimadai Creek (early 1984, 2 
Nov. 1986, 9 Nov. 1986, 30 Dec. 1990). Numbers have generally been low, often one or two birds, with 
largest flock one of 12 birds (one male and 11 brown birds) near the Long Forest on 2 Nov. 1986. All 
sightings but one were of birds perched on fence wires or flying up from tall rank dry grass along 
roadsides, next to open fields with shorter dry grass. There was no water or damp areas nearby, no grass 
tussocks and only a few, very scattered bushes. The other sighting was of two birds perched in an isolated 
boxthorn bush in open grassland (early 1984). Near the coast the birds use bushes and tussocks for cover 
and nesting (Pescott 1983). However, these observations suggest that tall grass alone can provide 
sufficient shelter, at least for birds feeding in the day. At night they may seek a shrub for roosting. 


The observation of flocks 7 days apart in the same area near the Long Forest (Nov. 1986) suggests that 
birds may linger in grassland to feed, and are not just passing through unsuitable habitat. However, 
sightings have been sporadic in any one place, so the birds are probably quite mobile. With so few 
records, it is difficult to say if the birds’ occurrence in grassland is seasonal, but it is interesting that most 
Sightings occurred in late spring and summer. White-fronted Chats will eat seeds, and this period may 
correspond with the seeding season of one or more grass species. In the Long Forest grassland, the major 
native species are Kangaroo Grass Themeda triandra, Wallaby-grasses Danthonia spp and Spear-grasses 
Stipa spp (Hewish et al. 1986, Baker 1991), which flower from spring to early summer (Walsh and Entwisle 
1994) and produce seeds a short time later. 


The Atlas of Victorian Birds (1987) shows that White-fronted Chats occur throughout the Werribee plains. 
In surveys for A Bird Atlas of the Melbourne Region (1978), White-fronted Chats were recorded frequently 
in the blocks containing Bacchus Marsh (reporting rate, 41-60%) and the You Yangs (21-40%). Both these 
blocks are largely made up of Werribee plains grassland, and they do not intersect at any point with the 
coastline of Port Phillip Bay. They contain few wetlands apart from open farm dams, as rainfall on the 
Werribee plains is considerably lower than in the surrounding areas. 


The density of birds in dry open grassland may not be high, but considering the large areas of grassland 
available in the Werribee plains and the difficulty in seeing birds feeding on the ground in tall grass, they 
may use this habitat more often and in greater numbers than we realise. 


Now for the request. | have discovered that we have no records for White-fronted Chats in grassland in 
any Geelong Bird Report. By coincidence, my sightings occurred in years when no Bird Report was 
published. The Bird Report is supposed to be the place where we document the distribution and habitats of 
all our Geelong region birds. So | would ask you all to keep a lookout for White-fronted Chats in open 
grasslands, and to look back through your notebooks for 1998. Please report any sightings on the GFNC 
Observation Forms for publication in the Bird Report. 


We need to know about all the habitats used by our birds, not just the well-known ones. 


(Continued on page 7) 
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CAMPOUT REPORT 
... Dave King 


The campout at Hattah-Kulkyne National Park over the long week-end 31st. Oct.-3rd Nov. 1998 was 
attended by nine members. The campsite was situated at the Lake Mournpall camping area, an extensive 
area on the shore of the lake. Amongst the system of lakes, Mournpall held the most water remaining 
from the last Murray River flood. Lake Hattah was the only other with any amount of water left. According 
to reports the Murray flood this year (1998) was not sufficient to reach the inlet to Chalka Creek system 
that feeds water to the lakes. 


Lake Konardin had dried out completely just a few weeks before our campout, revealing a large number of 
European Carp carcases where the last remnants of water had existed. This undoubtedly provided prolific 
feed for those creatures who dine on carrion. This included a very plump goanna strolling along the shore 
line. Many nests of water birds were evident in the prolific young stands of River Red Gum on the eastern 
shore of the lake. 


Recent rains had generated reasonable growth of grass and herbs that allowed a wide dispersal of the 
Kangaroo population, the number actually seen was very small. This was also the case with the Emu. 


Bird numbers were not high. A number of species made their presence felt in the camp at meal times, 
these included the Blue-faced Honeyeater, Noisy Miner and Kookaburra. The honeyeater in particular was 
adept at helping itself if you were not careful. 


Members of the Sunraysia FNC joined us on the Sunday at Lake Konardin where lunch was taken after 
exploring the surrounding area. 


A feature not usually presented at GFNC campouts was the night-time activity of insect collection using the 
U.V. lamp system to attract the specimens to a cloth screen, and using spotlights and torches to spot the 
eye reflection of spiders that were abroad during the hours of darkness. 


The Park Head Ranger, Philip Murdoch, kindly joined us and gave a run-down of the activities managing 
the Park, including some of the difficulties that have to be overcome. We are also appreciative of his 
organising the delivery of a trailer load of Mallee roots for the barbecue. These roots are being hauled out 
of Lake Hattah to prevent accidental contact whilst swimming and boating. It enabled us to provide a 
damper to round off his talk with us. The damper, incidentally, was the focus of intense interest by the 
Blue-faced Honeyeater! 

[5] 
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Join the Celebration! 


Tuesday 2 February is World Wetlands Day. 


On that day and during the following week, the City of Greater Geelong is celebrating 
its wonderful wetlands — several of which are internationally important. | 


E Cafe Exhibition 


Stunning, inspiring, dramatic! 


images Of iocal' wetlands by renowned - 
Geelong photographers on exhibition 1-6 
February at the Courthouse Café, cnr 
Gheringhap and Little Malop Streets. 


Children’s Art Competition 


Open to all children of primary school age, 
this competition aims to express children’s 
awareness of wetlands through art. 


Launches Tuesday 2 February and every 
entry to be displayed at Geelong's 
Environment Expo 1-6 June. Prizes 
sponsored by Cheetham Salt Ltd and 
Serendip Sanctuary. 


20% off Serendip Entry 


Take a walk with Australian wildlife and 


discover the serenity of Serendip Sanctuary. 


20% off entrance fee Tuesday 2 and 
Thursday 4 February, phone 5282 1584. 


Swan Bay Stroll 


2:00-3:30 pm Wednesday 10 February. 
Explore the southern shores of Swan Bay, 
and-discover why.this wetland is 
internationally important. 


Meet at Queenscliff Railway Station ...bring 


your walking shoes! 


Wetland Wouder Displays 


. Visit your local library for information on the 


fascinating wetlands at our doorsteps and 
around the world. 


Major shopping centres around Geelong will 
also showcase wetlands during the week. 


Slide Shows at City Hall 


Come on a tour of Geelong’s wonderful 
wetlands... without leaving your seat! 


Showing 7:30-8:30pm Tuesday 2 and 
Thursday 4 February. Bookings required. 


Don’t forget, you can visit Geelong’s wonderful wetlands whenever you want! 
Simply grab a brochure from one of Council's Customer Service Centres and off you go! 


PHONE 
9227 0334 


FOR INFORMATION 
& BOOKINGS 


39 $9 42 


Ὃν DA 
Geelong 
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TRAPPING UPDATE 
by Madeline Glynn 


62 St Alban’s Street, Whittington, 3219 


As you are all aware, the club holds a mammal trapping permit to research small ground mammals 
throughout the Geelong and surrounding areas. This year we have tried to conduct more ground work in 
this field, but time slips away from us all. 


Data for 1998 was collected from Pt. Addis, Pt. Henry and Yollinko Wetlands. At Pt, Addis, Antechinus 
minimus (Swamp Antechinus) and Antechinus stuartii (Brown Antechinus) were trapped.. The trapping of 
the Swamp Antechinus at Pt. Addis was very exciting as this species has not been trapped here since 
before the Ash Wednesday fires. It is a small, delicate creature distinguished mainly by a light ring around 
the eyes. 


Our time at Pt. Henry revealed Rattus lutreolus (Swamp Rat) and Hydromys chrysogaster (Water Rat). 
Present also at this site were Spotted Marsh Frogs, black rats, brown rats, field mice, feral cats and foxes, 
numerous species of dead birds and dead snakes. The snake carcasses were of interest due to the nature 
of what was left behind. Both snakes found had their heads removed, quite cleanly | might add, and one 
can only presume that this was done by thoughtless humans. The cat and fox were of most concern as 
they were on the trail of the Water Rat which had a baby at foot. No species were recorded at Yollinko 
Wetlands, which was quite surprising. 


The club’s permit has been renewed for 1999, and hopefully time will permit us to get amongst the wild 
ecosystems of Geelong to explore some local inhabitants of a different kind. If you would like to become 
involved in some field research, please call either Barry Lingham on 5255 4291 or Madeline Glynn on 
5248 6332. 


Π 
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MANGROVES IN SWAN BAY 
by Mark Trengove 


PO Box 1502, Geelong, 3220. 


On a recent field trip to Swan Island 7-12-98, with Trish Edwards, Fiona Crawford and Mark Trinham we 
came across a population of White Mangrove Avicennia marina. We did not go down to the plants but they 
could be clearly seen from our vantage point on top of the dunes on the eastern side of the Golf Club 
section of the island. On a later date 10-12-98, | returned to take a closer look and to photograph the 
population. | estimate there are between 200 and 250 individuals, the largest being well developed plants to 
1.9 metres high. The population appears to be healthy with numerous plants of an intermediate age. 


This population is insignificant as it is an addition to the existing Port Phillip Bay population (it is otherwise 
known to occur at Hovell’s Creek and near Williamstown). Although this population has not been previously 
recorded it appears to have been there for a long time. 


| have previously come across evidence of Mangroves in Swan Bay (once a juvenile plant on Swan Island 
that has since died and twice washed up but unattached seedlings) so | have always kept an eye out for the 
parent population. | have recently spent considerable time at Swan Bay, working for the Friends of Edwards 
Point and visiting Swan Island to compare the two sites and to investigate the distribution of weed species. 


| find it surprising that this population had not been previously recorded as Swan Bay and the Port Phillip 
Bay coast have been well studied over the years. | guess it shows that we still don’t know our local areas as 
well as we might think. 


Access to this site is limited. Permission must be sought from the department of Defence and the 
Queenscliff Golf Club. If you do intend to investigate the population, please be aware that Mangrove 
habitats are delicate areas that are highly sensitive to disturbance. This population is the most pristine that | 
have come across and it really does not need people trampling across it. However you can see the plants 
from the Moonah Melaleuca lanceolata covered dunes and from the drier parts of the saltmarsh. 


a eons 
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A GROUND BEETLE FROM ΤΗΕ OCEAN GROVE NATURE RESERVE 


COLEOPTERA, TENEBRIONINAE, 
by Dave King 


SEER ee Ne Hah oR 


Unit 218 / 86, Church St, Grovedale, 3216. 
Introduction 


Invertebrate surveys are continuing in the OGNR using several methods of obtaining specimens, of which pit-fall 
traps are in constant use. These traps are identical to that previously described (King, 1997). The subject beetle 
was collected in relatively large numbers over the period November, 1998, through January, 1999. The number 
captured is indicative of a large population present in the Reserve, and that late spring to early summer sees a 
mass emergence from their pupal stage. 


Description 

This beetle is probably of the genus Heleini. Unlike most beetles the adult is wingless, confining it to a 
permanent terrestrial habit. A longitudinal median sulcus (groove) along the elytra makes it appear to possess 
wings. The elytra is completely sealed to the ventral integument along the lateral margin to form a very hard and 
robust exoskeleton, enabling the beetle to avoid desiccation and survive extreme arid conditions. 


Colour is dark brown to black. The leg tarsal segments are 5-5-4 (as in all Tenebrioninae) and claws are simple. 
The last two abdominal segments only are free. Dorsally the head is heavily sclerotized and the vertex projects 
over the antennal insertions, also shielding the mandibles from the dorsal view. Compound eyes are elongate 
vertically, with an indentation midway along the anterior edge. An arrangement that would give a wide visual 
range in the vertical plane. 


Antennae are relatively long moniliform (as a string of beads) 11 segmented and moderately clubbed. Labial 
palps are normally dorsally visible, having a distinctively shaped club. 


Biology 

These beetles feed amongst ground litter, consuming dead and rotting plant material. The female, most 
probably, lays her eggs in the soil and the resulting larvae living in the soil and scavenging amongst leaf litter. 
Pupation in all probability takes place below ground, the pupa being housed in a cocoon. Simultaneous 
emergence of the adults appears to occur, possibly triggered by a climatic event, such as rain or general 
warming. 


References ‘ 
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LIBRARY NOTES 
... Betty Moore 


The Spider by John Compton and Wonders of The Spider World by Sigmund A. Laurie, are two fascinating 
books. If, like me, you mostly think of spiders as odd looking eight legged creatures that spin webs and 
catch flies, moths etc., and are generally to be kept away from, then you should read these books. 


All aspects of spiders are covered, beginning with the fact that fossil records show that spiders were 
established on earth long before birds and mammals appeared. Read about the legends and folklore 
developed over the ages and go into the technical details of individual spiders. 


“The most accomplished of spider engineers are those of the family Ctenizidae — the true trap-door spiders”. 


In his final chapter Sigmund suggests ways of collecting spiders’ webs and the possibility of training spiders 
as pets. 


These are two of several books donated to the library by Dave King. Thank you Dave. 


Others are - 

Introduced Birds of The World by John |. Long, which gives world wide history, distribution and influence of 
birds introduced to new environments. 

Naturalist’s Diary by Norman Wakefield. This book presents articles which appeared in The Age from 
Nov.1963-’75. The book is divided into seven parts — Places, Mammals, Bird Life, Reptiles, 

Spiders, Insects and Plant Life — and makes very interesting reading. 

Gregory's National Parks of Victoria, Sandra Bardwell. 
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OBSERVATION REPORTS -- compiled by Barry Lingham. 


Observations were submitted by Ray Baverstock (RBa), Rohan Bugg (RBu), Gordon McCarthy (GMc), Ade 
Foster (AF), Craig Morley (CMo), Barry Lingham (BL), Robert Preston (RP), John Newman (JN), Graeme 
Tribe (GT), Joe Hubbard (JHu), Peter Bright (PB), Hans Streefkerk (HS), Leila Ramsay (LR), Betty Moore 
(BM), Dick & Shirley Southcombe (DS&SS) 


The darters on the Barwon River have been regularly recorded for over a year now; they seem to have 
become permanent residents although the majority of sightings have been from the Autumn and Winter 
months. Brolgas also have been regularly recorded to the west of Geelong (plus one record on Swan Bay 
from late last year); grasslands near the local lakes seem to be the best places to find them. 


The sighting of 20 Golden Plovers at Kirk’s Point by Gordon was a very large flock. Gordon tells me that, in 
previous years, he has seen these birds in their black breeding plumage just prior to them leaving for the 
migration northwards in March. Perhaps this would be a good spot to go to try and see a Golden Plover in 
breeding plumage; Mud Island is probably the best place to see waders in breeding plumage. 


Peter Bright noted a Kelp Gull standing and dropping a shellfish on to a rock to try and break it. These close 
relatives of the more common Pacific Gulls can be identified by their pure white tails and lack of a red tip in 
the upper mandible. Another unusual sighting was the large number of Common Terns (which are actually 
uncommon) seen in the Barwon Estuary and also at Point Lonsdale. They are smaller than Crested Terns, 
with a black bill and legs (non breeding). A small darker bar across the shoulder can be seen when they are 
roosting. 


The Golden Cisticolas that scolded Ade Foster for coming too close to their breeding territory reminded me 


of the amazing film footage shown on “The Life of Birds” (ABC 7:30 Sundays) showing how these birds build 
a nest by actually sewing together leaves using pieces of grass as thread. 


(Continued on page 12) ` 
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Australasian Grebe 2+2 21-Nov-98 Barwon Valley Park. Adults with two young on backs. Per CMo 
Brolga 2 29-Nov-98 Lake Modewarre. Pair in grassy paddock near lake. JN 
Darter 2 20-Nov-98 Barwon River, Princes Bridge. Pair seen over 5 days Per CMo 
Cattle Egret 1 26-Nov-98 Barwon Estuary, Pelican Point. 1st record from this site. GT 
5 27-Nov-98 Werribee River, Bungey's Hole. 
Three birds in breeding plumage. RBu 
2 1-Dec-98 Werribee, State Research Farm. RBu 
Black Swan 212 1-Nov-98 Barwon Valley Park. Two young with parents on the water. Per CMo 
Little Eagle 1 23-Oct-98 Newtown. Circling towards the city. JHu 
Australian Hobby 1 16-Jan-99 Bellarine Highway, Grubb Road. Also on 22/1/99 CMo 
Pied Oystercatcher 30+ 17-Jan-99 Sand Island. Large Number seen by BELLBOCA group. PB 
Golden Plover 20 25-Jan-99 Kirk Point, Werribbee Farm. Large Number. GMc 
Greenshank 1 14-Jan-99 Barwon Estuary, Sheepwash. Regular at this time of year. RBa 
Kelp Gull 1 7-Dec-98 Point Impossible. Bird trying to open shell by dropping on a rock. PB 
Common Tern 12 25-Jan-99 Point Lonsdale. Not often seen in these numbers. BL 
27 1-Jan-99 Barwon Estuary. Large number. GT 
Crested Tern 56 1-Jan-99 Barwon Estuary at Boat Ramp. Not often at this spot. GT 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 11 4-Jan-99 Highton. 4 flying north at 1003Hr. 7 flying north at 1005HTrs. RBa 
3 19-Jan-99 Belmont, Oberon Drive. Flying Northwest. RP 
Galah 300+25-Dec-98 Lethbridge. Large flock. Some feeding in acacia trees. RBa 
Long-billed Corella” 8 22-Jan-99 Bellbrae, Hendy Main Road. : HS 
Tawny Frogmouth 1 5-Dec-98 Highton, Bellvue Avenue RBa 
Sacred Kingfisher 1 26-Oct-98 Newtown. Perched on gum branch in backyard. JHu 
1 4-Jan-99 Balyang Sanctuary (heard calling) PB 
Song Thrush 1 18-Dec-98 Belmont, Oberon Drive. RP 
Golden-headed Cisticola 2 21-Oct-98 Marshall, Railway Swamp. 
Came within 2 metres, giving scolding call. AF 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 1 8-Jan-99 Highton Reserve. LR 
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 1 20-Nov-98 Little River, Rothwell Reserve. RBu 
New Holland Honeyeater 2 1-Nov-98 Winchelsea South. Nesting BM 
Tree Sparrow 1 1-Jan-99 Newtown. One bird on two occasions with 5-8 House Sparrows.CMo 
Silvereye 3. 10-Dec-98 Newtown. One adult with two dependent young. CMo 
3+ 25-Jan-99 Geelong Botanic gardens. One dependent young bird. CMo 
Common Myna 8 9-Jan-99 Highton, Helena Street. Flock flying over. RBa 
Dusky Woodswallow 4 20-Jan-99 Little River, Rothwell Reserve. Two adults with two young. RBu 
Pied Currawong 1 16-Jan-99 Leopold. Unusual in this area. CMo 
2+1 1-Nov-98 Newtown, Claremont Av. One young fed by two adults. CMo 
2 26-Jan-99 Belmont. Pair seen regularly since Christmas. DS&SS 
Other Observations 
Caper White Butterfly ManySep/Oct-98 Over much of Victoria. Many seen. AF 
Insect sp Billions28-Oct-98 Ocean Grove/ Point Lonsdale. 
Beachwashed strip 200mm wide for 5Km. 
Beetles, butterflies etc. GT 
o 


After reading Valda Dedman’s stimulating article on the Greenshank, why not come 
along to the Wader Count next Saturday / Sunday to see a lot more waders. 
Ring Margaret Cameron, 5229 9792, for information. — Ed. 
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Bird Group Barry Lingham 5255 4291 
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Geelong Bird Report Marilyn Hewish (Pri) 03 5367 3196 (Bus) 03 9344 5715 


\ | DISCLAIMER 


Responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed in this magazine 
rests with the author of the article. ‘Geelong Naturalist’ may be quoted without 
permission provided that acknowledgment of the club and the author is made. 


Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 
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Meetings start at 8.00 pm at: 
Karingal Community Centre, Cornner McKillop and Humble Streets, Easi Geelong. 
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